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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE PROHIBITED CONFEDERA-
TION.*

Rev. A. -J. McFarland, Beaver Falls, Pa.

Isaiah viii, 12 : “Say ye not ‘A confed-

eracy’ to all them to whom this people

shall say,
fA confederacy.’

”

We are living in a time when it is quite

generally admitted that the spiritual

tone is exceedingly low, and genuine spir-

itual activity is all but wanting in very

many of the churches of all denomina-

tions, and that the spirit of worldliness,

of commercialism, and of self-indulgence

has well nigh destroyed conscience, both

public and private.

It is no less apparent that it is a time

of great practical godlessncss, when the

demoralizing materialistic theory of life

has become dominant, and the blight of

national atheism has developed gross cor-

ruption in the whole political body.

Amid so much that is discouraging, it

is a cheering fact that the subject of

“Christian Citizenship” has become so

prominent, and is awakening such general

and growing interest and consideration.

Prominent in the list of its advocates are

such leading men as Dr. Josiah Strong,

the author of “The Next Great Awaken-

ing,” and half a dozen other most timely

and widely read books. Carlos Martyn,

* A discourse delivered March 1 , 1903. in the Second

Reformed Presbyterian Church
,
New York, by Synod's

Agent in Testimony Bearing , and published by request of

the Minister.

the editor of American Reformers, and

author of “Wendell Phillips, the Agita-

tor,” and “John B. Gough,” and “Win. E.

Dodge,” has written a book entitled

“Christian Citizenship.” John G. Wool-

ley, the editor of the New Voice, and the

Prohibition candidate for President in

1900, and popular temperance agitator, is

ever ringing the changes in his masterly

speeches and editorials on “Christian

Citizenship.” Dr. Francis E. Clark,

President of the Christian Endeavor So-

ciety, has a distinct department in that

extensive organization designated “Chris-

tian Citizenship.” Dr. Wilbur T. Crafts,

Superintendent of the “International

Reform Bureau,” in his lecture on “Our

Country’s Needs,” gives Christian citizen-

ship a prominent place. The “Christian

Citizenship League,” an organization

with its headquarters in Chicago, has for

its chief aim, as its name suggests, the

exemplifying of Christian citizenship.

There is not, however, among these

leaders of thought and action full agree-

ment as to the import of the phrase

“Christian Citizenship,” and as to what

is required for its proper exemplification.

The most of them have as their highest

aim the “cleaning up of politics” by elect-

ing Christian men for office. But others,

as John G. Woolley, contend that Chris-

tian citizenship is only truly exemplified

in identification with the Prohibition

party.
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Since it is a question about which these

Christian men honestly differ, as to its

scope and aim and demand upon the life.

Covenanters may feel free in proclaiming

their conception of it, and offer without

hesitation their contribution toward its

settlement. They are, moreover, entitled

to use this liberty because it is not with

them a new question. When the Govern-

ment was organized, the question of their

attitude in it was at once raised, was care-

fully considered, and deliberately settled.

The solution reached long years ago has

not been set aside as wrong, but has been

steadily adhered to as just and unavoid-

able.

In general, Christian citizenship must

have as its distinguishing characteristic

“loyalty to Christ.” It is the determining

of the separated life for Christ in the do-

main of citizenship. And so, while it

comprehends all that is commonly in-

tended by “good” citizenship, and “intelli-

gent” citizenship, and “patriotic” citizen-

ship, it includes the aim of acting in the

citizen relation for the honor of Christ.

It is the making of “election day a testi-

mony for Jesus Christ.”

The question is one that has to do, not

only with evils in the administration of

properly constituted civil governments,

but also with the immoral organizations

of civil government. And amid all the

perplexing and confusing complications

that may confront the Christian citizen,

his course must be settled by answering

the question, “What does my pledged

loyalty to Christ require of me now?”

This, and nothing less than this, is Chris-

tian citizenship.

The text we have announced contains

a positive prohibition of the Lord against

the confederation of the prophet Isaiah

and the people of Judah with the con-

federacy of the kingdoms of Syria and

Israel. The ground of this prohibition

was that it was a forsaking of the worship

of the true God for that of idols
;

it was

a forsaking of the Lord’s word for the

word of “wizards,” and “those who had
familiar spirits;” it was trusting in com-

bined armies rather than in the almighty

protection of God
;
in short, it was a dis-

honoring of their covenant God, whose

faithfulness had been made knowWin all

their generations.

This prohibition was in line with all

previous deliverances relative to their

association with sinful organizations.

See in Exodus xxiii, 32 : “Thou shalt

make no covenant with them [the nations

of Canaan] nor with their gods.” This

command is renewed in Deut. vii, 2, with

the reason that they would thereby be

turned away from following the ' Lord.

In II. Chronicles xix, 2, Jehosliaphat,

King of Judah, was severely rebuked by

the Lord’s servant because he entered in-

to an entangling alliance with Ahab, the

wicked King of Israel. “Shouldest thou

help the ungodly, and love them that hate

the Lord? Therefore is wrath upon thee

from the Lord.”

And when the children of Israel and

Judah were carried into captivity in

Babylon, their loyalty to the Lord was re-

vived, and their fidelity and constancy

are recorded in Psalm 137, 3-6. “They

that carried us away captive required of

us a song, and they that wasted us re-

quired of us mirth, saying, Sing us one

of the songs of Zion.” To which they

give the plaintive but resolute reply

:

“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a

strange land? If I forget thee, 0 Jerusa-

lem, let my rjght hand forget her cun-

ning. If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.”

The Lord recognized and rewarded this

fidelity by preserving them in the day of

His judgment upon Babylon.

In this matter of the separate life for
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God’s people we find the teaching of the

New Testament no less strict and impera-

tive. In our Lord’s intercessory prayer,

John xvii, 15, he says: “I pray not that

Thou shouldest take them [His disciples]

out of the world, but that Thou

shouldest keep them from the evil. They

are not of the world, even as I am not of

the world.” On the day of Pentecost,

Peter closes his exhortations to the con-

verts with these words : “Save yourselves

from this untoward generation.” Paul ex-

horts the Christians in Rome to “be

not conformed to this world.” To tire

Christians in Corinth he is direct and

strong. “Be ye not unequally yoked with

unbelievers; for what fellowship hath

righteousness with unrighteousness, and

what communion hath light with dark-

ness, and what concord hath Christ with

Belial, or what part hath he that believ-

eth with an infidel? Wherefore come

out from among them, and be ye separate,

saith the Lord, and touch not the xmclean

thing.” To the Christians at Ephesus he

writes: “Have no fellowship witli the

unfruitful works of darkness, but rather

reprove them,” and to the Hebrews he

writes : “Let us go forth therefore unto

Him [Jesus] without the camp, bear-

ing His reproach.” In Revelation xviii, 4,

the people of God are commanded, in

reference to mystical Babylon, to “Come

out of her, that ye be not partakers of her

sins, and that ye receive not of her

plagues.”

From all this we may certainly con-

clude that God will not suffer His people

to confederate with every kind of civil

government. It has been claimed by

some, who would excuse themselves for

their incorporation with immorally con-

stituted governments, that, as it is said in

Rom. xiii, 1, “the powers that be are or-

dained of God,” therefore every govern-

ment that exists in the providence of God

is His moral and approved ordinance,

and Christians living in such government

are in duty bound to incorporate with it,

and obey its laws. But this claim is

wholly without support in either divine

precept or approved example. Nations,

as such, are moral persons, and when they

organize governments, are to respect the

authority and law of God. Failing to do

this they are guilty of gross and flagrant

sin, nnd they come into the class of asso-

ciations with which the people of God are

forbidden to confederate in a way that

will involve them in the nation’s guilt.

The fact that God lias destroyed nations

for persistence in sin under His pro-

longed forbearance and frequent admoni-

tion, shows the utter absurdity of this

claim, for God would not destroy a nation

that had a right to live, and the nation

that is ripe for ruin is not one with which

God’s people can safely confederate.

Sodom, wicked and doomed, xvas no

proper place for righteous Lot. and there

is no evidence that the Lord ever ap-

proved his dwelling there.

To be more practical, we premise that

civil government that dishonors Christ

cannot be consistently sanctioned by

Christ’s followers. To Christ the Media-

tor is given universal dominion. “He is

Lord of all,” “King of kings,” “the Gov-

ernor among the nations.” The divine

demand upon nations is that they own

the authority of Christ, and submit to

His law. To refuse to do this, to ignore

His royal claims, is to dishonor Him, and

for His professed followers to sanction

this is palpable inconsistency and base

disloyalty.

And, if such sanction be made an in-

dispensable condition of membership in

the governing society of the nation, Chris-

tians are thereby debarred from incor-

poration with the civil government. This

condition is sinful, since it requires the
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sanction of what is dishonoring to Christ,

and the Christian cannot come under it.

In such case he is forced to remain out-

side the governing body. He may be in

the nation, and be counted in its census,

but he cannot incorporate with its govern-

ment. He may be a citizen, native-born,

but a sinful condition compels him to

forego the enjoyment and exercise of

his citizen rights.

Such is clearly the situation in the

Government of the United States. It

does not claim to be Christian. It was

declared -in a treaty with a Mohammedan

nation a few years after the Government

was organized that “the Government of

the United States of America is not in

any sense founded on the Christian re-

ligion; it has in itself no character of en-

mity against the laws, religion or tran-

quillity of Musselmans.” That is, the

Government is no more Christian than it

is Mohammedan. This explicit denial of

the Christian character of our Govern-

ment was by Article Six of the Constitu-

tion a part of the supreme law of the

land. The Constitution of the nation is

not Christian and so its framers intended

it to be. The convention that framed it

was prayerless, and it is not strange that

it is atheistic and non-Christian. Christ’s

royal claims were purposely ignored, and

the people of the country, though largely

Christian by profession, have assented to

the dishonor done to Christ. This Con-

stitution is unchanged in this respect.

Fifteen amendments have been proposed

and ratified relating chiefly to the rights

of the people, but no sentiment exists in

favor of the Christian amendment of

sufficient strength to secure its adoption.

The people at large are still consenting

to the radical defects of the Christ-dis-

honoring compact. Any protest, so far,

has not availed to engage the serious at-

tention of Congressmen.

An oath to support this Constitution is

required of every official in the nation.

It is the indispensable qualifying condi-

tion of entrance to official duty. It is the

act of a representative officer, elected by

the governing society to be their repre-

sentative. On the divinely established

principle of representative responsibility

and accountability, the morality or im-

morality of the act of the officer attaches

to every member of the governing body

that elects him.

An oath to support the Constitution of

the United States is one no Christian can

take, either personally or representatively,

without disloyalty to Christ; for the same

reason that a loyal Union man could not

have taken an oath to support the consti-

tution of the Southern Confederacy with-

out disloyalty to the Union Government.

The Southern Confederacy was in rebel-

lion against the Government of the

United States, because it ignored its

authority and set up another government

in the territory of the United States, and

in precisely the same way is the Govern-

ment of the United States in rebellion

•against Christ the King of Nations. It

has ignored His authority, and in His

territory has set up a non-Christian gov-

ernment. The loyal Union man in the

Southern Confederacy proved his loyalty

to the Union by refusing to swear to sup-

port the constitution of the rebellious

government, either personally or by a

representative. He made election day a

testimony for the Union by refusing to

vote at all. And in like manner the

Christian citizen shows his loyalty to

Christ by refusing to swear to support a

Constitution that is disloyal to Christ.

He makes election day a testimony for

Jesus Christ by refusing to vote at all.

This is the only true exemplification of

Christian citizenship.

This has, as we have said, long been the
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position of the Covenanter Church in this

country. The application of the Scrip-

tural teaching relative to Christ’s media-

torial dominion, under the conditions that

are established in the Government of the

United States, permits no other solution

of the problem of Christian citizenship,

now being so seriously considered. That

we have been divinely led into this posi-

tion, and have been made willing and able

to maintain it against the mountainous

odds of majorities, debased Christian

sentiment, inconsistent practice, aposta-

tizing brethren, and bitter reproach, is a

ground for daily thanksgiving to our

Covenant God. The distinguishing honor

thus bestowed upon us cannot be too

highly prized.

But we owe it to Christians who have

not been so highly favored and who are

feeling their way in the dark, as well as

to those who have no sense of sin as they

incorporate with the Government, to set

before them the truth respecting Christ’s

Kingship and the divine claims upon

nations relative to Christ’s royal rights,

and our failure as a nation to meet these

claims, and the sinful conditions of in-

corporation established by the Govern-

ment, that they may see their inconsist-

ency in confederating with a Government

that is guilty of gross disloyalty to Christ,

and be persuaded to become true and

faithful witnesses for their Saviour-King.

Something has been done in the dis-

charge of this obligation. Our Church

has sent one man to the Christian people

of this country to proclaim, as he was able

and had opportunity, this testimony for

Christ, this gospel for the Christian citi-

zen. The work has been heartily and

generously sustained. In all the nine

years of its prosecution the fund for its

support has never been overdrawn. While

the funds for Foreign Missions, Home
Missions, the Southern Mission, the Col-

lege and Theological Seminary have often

been overdrawn, the fund for Testimony

Bearing has every year reported a large

balance.

But we are far below the measure of

our opportunity and responsibility. We
are no.t making the Christians in other

churches feel that we are greatly in

earnest. Some of these have said, after

hearing the argument for Christian citi-

zenship: “You have but one man in the

field, when you should have a hundred.”

Christians are more ready to hear the

whole truth than we think they are, and

they are looking to us as the ones who

should proclaim it. The field is ready and

inviting. Let it be ours to scatter the

precious seed. Covenanters of America

!

“Who knoweth whether ye are come to the

Kingdom for such a time as this?”

Don’t turn up your nose at the enthusiast. He probably does some foolish things

now and then, but he is the only man who ever did anything of much consequence in

the world. The enthusiast is simply the man that believes with all his heart, and who-

ever has faith in God can’t help bubbling over sometimes. The reason cold water

never boils over is because it is cold .—The Golden Link.

“The boy that can be trusted gets the places of trust in the end. The boy that

shirks or cheats may start off brilliantly, but look for him ten or twenty years later

and you will find him just where he belongs—among the failures.”

Every moderate drinker could abandon the cup if he would
;
every inebriate would

if he could .—John B. Gough
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Suadia, Syria.

—

Writing from Kessab,

August 29, Kev. C. A. Dodds says, among
other things:

Cholera and quarantine are the two pre-

vailing topics in Syria this year. Mission

work, as well as other industries, is inter-

fered with somewhat by the cordons that

are established every here and there

throughout the country, whether necessary

or not. The cholera scourge on the whole

is light compared with what it has some-

times been
;
but it has been bad enough to

cause the death of a great many persons.

According to reports, it has been very bad

at Jisser es-Shughr, a town about eight

hours east of Kessab. Of a number of

Kessablies who had been imprisoned there

and who were released after the entrance

of the cholera, one, the only son of an old

Armenian (Protestant) pastor here, died

of the disease the next day after his re*

turn to Kessab. That was about a month

or more ago. Providentially, there were

no other cases. It is said that cholera has

never been known to spread in Kessab,

not because of the cleanliness of the vil-

lage, for it is said to be one of the dirtiest

of which Turkey can boast, but because of

its superior climate.

Just now there are grave fears of chol-

era entering Latakia and Antioch. It is

approaching both cities, but in so far as we

know here, has not as yet gained a foot-

hold in either. Our communication with

Latakia is interfered with by a cordon

about two hours from here, which hin-

ders those who would pass to Latakia from

doing so, although there has been no re-

striction so far against those who wish to

come to us from Latakia. Miss Wylie and

Miss Dodds are holding the fort there

alone this summer, Mr. Stewart and fam-

ily being in Kessab, and Dr. and Mrs.

Balph in Guzne. Our chief concern is

about Miss Edgar, who made a trip to

Tartoos at the close of the Latakia schools,

and was intercepted by cordon. Our latest

report is that she was doing quarantine at

Banias, and was within a day or two of

getting through when she and all her

companions were remanded back to Tar-

toos, cholera having broken out on the

island of Ro-ad, just off Tartoos.

Communication between Kessab and

Antioch and between Kessab and Suadia

is still open. For a short time Suadia was

quarantined against Kessab and the rest

of the country between here and the

Orontes. Mr. Stewart happened to go

down to Suadia one Saturday just after

the establishment of this quarantine, and

when he “came to the river he couldn’t

get across,” as the authorities refused to

allow him to pass. He returned to Kes-

sab at the close of a hard day’s ride, with

no dinner. It is supposed that the tem-

porary quarantine was imposed for the

purpose of extorting a bribe from the

owners of the silk cocoons from the Kes-

sab district, as they wished to take them

down to Suadia for shipment about that

time. At any rate, after a little inter-

ference, they were allowed to cross with

their cocoons.

I have been to Suadia three times since

coming up to Kessab, the last being a

week ago. Mallim Ibrahim Jukki, licen-

tiate, preaches in my absence. I have

never had the pleasure of hearing him

preach yet, but he gives one the impression

of being a good old man. He is pretty

well up in years now. Miss Cunningham

still abides by the stuff and the people in

Suadia. She had intended taking, a vaca-
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tion in order to pay Miss Wylie a visit in

Latakia, but the way being closed, both

by land and sea, her plans were frustrated.

Suadia climate has been very pleasant so

far this summer, much cooler than usual,

I am told.

Five days later Mr. Dodds adds

:

We had mail yesterday from Latakia.

Miss Edgar, we are thankful to say, lias

reached there safely. Her consul inter-

fered on her behalf, so that she was not

sent back as we had heard.

To-day we heard from Dr. Martin that

Miss Cunningham was quite sick Satur-

day and Sabbath last. She telegraphed

for him, and he was with her from Satur-

day until Monday. He reports that she

had quite recovered when he left. Hith-

erto she has been deaf to all invitations

to come to Kessab. Mr. Stewart expects

to make another trial for Suadia Satur-

day, and we hope that he will succeed in

bringing her up with him when he comes.

The following letter from Miss Maggie

B. Edgar, dated Sept. 12, tells a story that

will fill many hearts with gratitude and

call forth earnest prayer for our mission-

aries in Syria

:

I promised to write to you some account

of my visit to Tartoos, though I did not

then know I would be so long about doing

it. I expected to spend a little over two

weeks in that district, but it was nearly

the end of August before I could return

to Latakia.

The work in Tartoos goes on quietly

and steadily. There is a good Sabbath

school with a very regular attendance of

eighty to one hundred children. The
smallest number I saw present was about

sixty, and that on one of the Greek feast

days. The day school also averages

eighty to ninety pupils, and must be a

power for good among these boys and

girls who, without it, would spend their

days in the streets. There was a very

good attendance at the preaching services,

also, on Sabbath forenoon, and most of

the outsiders present were men. It is

more difficult to get many to attend the

second Sabbath service. The mid-week

prayer meeting also showed a fair num-

ber, though the evenings were very warm

and there was more comfort outside than

in the prayer meeting room. I wras im-

pressed by the patient, persevering work

of our licentiate, Yacob Juraidini. He

is a man who does not appear at his best

to strangers. But he is a man of faith and

piety, faithful in his work and not easily

discouraged, and well acquainted with the

Scriptures. His wife is a good helper,

also; she does much work among the

women and among the sick. The con-

trast between their Christian home life

and the lives of the peojde about them was

very striking. It seemed to me that I

had never seen quite so much of the utter

heathenism of the so-called Christians of

this land as I have seen during this trip.

Whether the people of Tartoos are worse

than others, or that I saw more of their

everyday life, or that I was more than

usually sensitive to what was going on all

around me, I do not know, but the slavish

superstition, the cruelty, and profanity

seemed like a defiling atmosphere all

about me.

M. Yacob went with me to visit Melki.

This village is about two hours’ ride from

Tartoos. Here I found teacher Hanna

Samaan with a very good school of more

than forty pupils. I examined the boys

especially in the Bible studies and cate-

chisms, and then M. Yacob held a ser-

vice. By the time we were ready for that

about sixty persons had gathered, though

many of the people were away at work.

In the hot weather in Melki school is

held under two large oak trees at the up-
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per side of the Greek church building,

so there was plenty of room. The men
and women listened very attentively and

were desirous to hear more. In the even-

ing, after supper, a number came to the

teacher’s house and asked us to come up

to an open space where there was more

room. It was after sunset then and soon

grew dark, so that I could not see how

many were present. By the light of the

lantern I counted about fifty, but there

were more that I could not see. They

wanted to have the Scripture read and

explained to them. The teacher first and

then the licentiate instructed them, and

then, though it was getting late in the

evening, they wanted me to talk to them.

I have not seen so strong a desire mani-

fested anywhere for a knowledge of the

Word of Life. The women also begged

for someone to teach the girls. The

teacher had only a few days before

brought his wife and family to tbe village,

and as the women have hardly known

anyone who is less ignorant than they are,

they could hardly believe that Mrs. Amin
could teach them. She thought she could

give them two or three hours each day,

and since then I hear she has about twenty

girls coming to her to learn to read. I

was much encouraged and gladdened by

this visit to Melki. May God’s Spirit

work mightily in the hearts of those whom
He has moved to seek a knowledge of His

Word.

We returned to Tartoos to find that be-

cause of the outbreak of cholera in Tripoli,

Government cordons were set on the roads

between Tartoos and Latakia. That

meant that I was imprisoned in Tartoos

for an indefinite period. The teacher

from Souda had come down to Tartoos

that afternoon, not knowing anything of

the cordon and intending to go back next

dav, and he, too, was shut in there. After

three weeks a ten-day quarantine was

opened on the road to Latakia, and, with

this teacher, I went into quarantine. That

was an experience that would require a

letter to tell of alone, and must wait till

another time. It was my opportunity,

however, as the cordon was re-established

shortly after. These circumstances pre-

vented my seeing the work in Bizzak and

Souda, as I bad desired. There has been

much cholera in some places, particularly

in the larger inland towns
;
so far the dis-

trict along the coast north of Tripoli has

been exempt. Government cordons shut

off all the roads from infected districts.

There is loss and suffering for many

throughout the country occasioned by this

alone, as traffic is almost stopped thereby.

Steamers call here only occasionally;

mails are delayed and very irregular, but

we are very thankful that so far the pes-

tilence has not come on our people here.

Wherever it appears there is such fear

and dread of it, and even when it is at a

distance and we hear the reports of it

appearing in different places, it is pitiful

to see how fearful many become. But the

saddest of all is there is no questioning

as to why it is sent, no acknowledging

of God’s hand in it, no sense of sin, no re-

pentance. How long shall it be till these

deaf ears and blinded eyes and hardened

hearts be changed by Almighty power, and

this land turn to God?

Some of our workers and pupils, as well

as tbe missionaries, are shut away from

Latakia by the cordons; because of this

and an epidemic of smallpox in the town

we have delayed somewhat the opening of

schools, but we hope to open the board-

ing schools early in October.

P. S .—Since writing I received a letter

from Najeeb Hadad, who has for three or

four years spent the vacation months

working in Gunaimia. He says : “I have

bad more enjoyment and apparently more

success in my work this summer than in
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those past. Through the week I have

taught a school of not less than ten boys

during the forenoon. Afternoons I go

clown to the flour mills, and have had good

opportunities to preach to the Fellahin,

Moslems and Arminians who gather there,

and I have found very many ready and

willing to hear, and this has given me
much joy. We have had meetings in the

evenings in the houses of the brethren for

reading and prayer, and on the Sabbath

forenoon a preaching service
;

Sabbath

school afternoon, and later a prayer meet-

ing, at which men, women and children

gather until the house will not hold them

all. I ask that you will remember me in

prayer, that the Lord will bless my ser-

vice and prosper His work.”

Mersina, Asia Minor.—Writing from

Saoukoluk, Syria, Sept. 7, Miss Evadna M.

Sterrett gives us the following items

:

I hope to return to Mersina next week

and begin the schools the first Monday in

October. There was one case of cholera

reported in Alexandretta last week, which

threw the city into a sort of panic. Mr.

Kennedy was down there, and he said

that about seventy families were fleeing

within a few hours after the death.

Women had not waited to put on the

usual face and head coverings. We do

not think the man died of cholera at all.

He had come away from Mosul on the

Euphrates, and had been ill several days.

A doctor was called, who immediately or-

dered a two days’ fast. Cholera patients

never want to eat, but this poor man felt

hungry, and begged for food, which was

given him, and, naturally, he ate too much

and soon died in great pain. One doctor

said it was not cholera; a second didn’t

know what it was, but the sanitary doctor

of the Constantinople Commission pro-

nounced it cholera. I presume the con-

sequences will be the same, and a cordon

will be imposed, and we will have to re-

turn to Mersina overland—a journey of

three days and two nights. It seems that

the Sultan has been informed that he is to

die of cholera, and that that cholera is to

come from Aleppo; so some three weeks

ago a sanitary commission came from

Constantinople to guard these places.

I am very sorry to hear that Dr. Moore

and Miss McNaughton have lost their

goods. Miss McXaughton wrote me that

they did not have them insured, so I sup-

pose it will be a total loss, unless Dr.

Moore can prove that it was his rugs he

saw in that railroad man’s house. They

can ill afford to lose so much.

Guzne, Asia Minor.—Writing from

this mountain village, Sept. 1, 1903, Dr.

J. M. Balph, of Latakia, Syria, says

:

It is due to the readers of Olive Trees

to say that extra work about the time of

the closing of the hospital hindered the

preparation of a report of the work done

during the past year. For over a month

past we have been enjoying a visit with

our friends, Eev. and Mrs. Dodds, in their

mountain home in Guzne
;
and as we have

not access at present to the figures neces-

sary to report definitely on the work done,

we will content ourselves by saying that

the work of the past year exceeded in the

number of patients treated that of any

previous year. We hope, however, on our

return home to be able to send you a full

report of the work done. The cholera

which has prevailed since early summer in

a number of places along the Orontes has

approached much nearer Latakia, and in

consequence the roads are all guarded by

cordons of soldiers, in the hope of pre-

venting the spread of the disease. Miss

Wylie and Miss Dodds are the only ones

who have remained in Latakia during the

summer. It is quite probable that those

who are in Ivessab may not be able to re-
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turn until later than usual, on account of

the quarantine regulations. Mrs. Balpli

and I have both enjoyed our visit to Guzne

very much
;
and although I have had some

fever, I hope to be the better of the rest it

has given me.

Several families of Mr. Dodds’ congre-

gation in Mersina are spending the sum-

mer here, and the regular preaching and

prayer-meeting services are held. There

being no building suitable, Mr. Dodds con-

structed a booth capable of seating over

a hundred people, in which the meetings

are held. The two preaching services and

the mid-week prayer-meeting are very well

attended, quite frequently Greeks, Catho-

lics and Armenians being present.

The great number of languages used

here makes it difficult to conduct a service

that will benefit all. Some part of the ser-

vice is generally conducted in each of the

languages represented, so that not infre-

quently three or four languages are used

in a single service.

Although nominally resting during the

vacation, Mr. Dodds’ time is very fully

occupied with the work done here and at

Mersina dxiring the summer months.

Guzne is a place of considerable size, hav-

ing, during the summer, a population of

over a thousand persons, furnishing an

opportunity for a good deal of missionary

work, which is badly enough needed.

We hope to be able to return to Latakia

about Sept. 20, and will probably not be

able to open hospital work until Oct. 1.

Cyprus.

—

Rev. Walter McCarroll, Mis-

sionary-elect to Cyprus, sailed from New
York, with his family, October 28, 1903,

and should reach the island within a

month. The esteem in which Mr. and

Mrs. McCarroll were held in Geelong,

Australia, may be gathered from the fol-

lowing report of the farewell meeting,

which appeared in a local paper:

“The proceedings opened with a short

service conducted by the pastor, who de-

livered a brief but feeling farewell mes-

sage to his charge. He spoke on the Cov-

enanters’ position in regard to the glori-

ous vision of an evangelized world, where-

GEELONG R. P. CHURCH.

in nations bowed humbly before God as

King. Their position was simplicity itself.

It was that in the Church Jesus Christ

was the Head, and would endure no op-

position from the outside. What He com-

manded them to do, they did. What He

GEELONG R. P. MANSE.

had not told them to do, they left alone.

He had told them to sing psalms, and

they sang them. He had not commanded

them to use other instruments, and they

left them alone. Their position with re-

gard to political affairs was just the same.
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Jesus Christ was the King of the nations,

and the nations must submit to His rule

and His authority. The nation that re-

fused to do this was a rebel. The Cov-

enanters took up a high jwsition of loyalty

to Christ. It might be said that it

brought scorn and contempt on them

;

but what were scorn and contempt

compared with Jesus as Head of the

nation? He exhorted his congregation

to stand firmly on this basis, and to add

in the love of God, all important and all

supreme. They should trust themselves

on the mercy of God—for it was out of

that mercy life came and continued—and

look forward to that unending life with

the Father in Heaven. If they did these

things, then they should never fail.

“Mr. E. McDonald occupied the chair at

the subsequent proceedings, and in the

course of a brief address, spoke in terms

of warm appreciation of the departing

REV. AND MRS. WALTER McCARROLL AND CHILDREN.

to their faith, virtue; to their virtue,

knowledge; to their knowledge, temper-

ance; to their temperance. Godliness; to

their Godliness, brotherly kindness; and

to their brotherly kindness, love. If they

did not, then they were blind, and could

not see far off. Speaking on the value of

prayer, the reverend gentleman said a re-

ligion without prayer was powerless. They

should let the Holy Spirit have complete

possession of them and keep themselves

pastor. By his kindly sympathy and ear-

nest Christian manner, Mr. McCarroll

soon won his way to the hearts oi the con-

gregation, while the same characteristics

endeared him to many outside his con-

gregation. There was always a feeling of

affection between a faithful pastor and his

flock, and it was with a pang of sorrow

that they were losing Mr. McCarroll. How-

ever, they wished both him and Mrs. Mc-

Carroll Godspeed in the work they had
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undertaken: The Rev. J. Sinclair ex-

pressed his sympathy with Mr. McCarroll

at leaving his congregation, and with the

congregation on losing a pastor. He had

a fervent and unhesitating appreciation

for Mr. McCarroll, who had always mani-

fested faithfulness to his convictions, and

had the candor and courage to be what he

professed. The Revs. A. Davidson, F.

Wheen, J. Carrington, T. Vigis, J. V.

McNair, and J. Jackson also spoke appre-

ciatively of the reverend gentleman as a

faithful and zealous worker, whose future

was one of promise.

“During the evening Mr. W. A. Brown,

on behalf of the congregation, presented

Mr. McCarroll with a purse of sovereigns,

and Mrs. McCarroll with a handsome

pearl star pendant brooch.”

Mr. and Mrs. McCarroll are full of the

missionary spirit, and in answer to the

prayers of their many friends in the home

churches, we expect large results from

their labors. They represent the young

people of Second New York.

China.

—

Some months ago Mrs.

Robert McNeill and her children, mem-
bers of Second New York, expressed a de-

sire to have, in one of the Foreign Mission

fields, some memorial of husband and

father, the late Elder Robert McNeill,

who was deeply interested in missionary

work at home and abroad, and gave liber-

ally and in many ways, during his life-

time, to extend the cause of Christ. On
corresponding with Rev. A. I. Robb it was

found that the estimated cost of the chapel

about to be erected at Tak Hing Chau,

China, was one thousand dollars, and Mrs.

McNeill, after consultation with her fam-

ily, agreed to contribute that amount.

The building will be known as “The

Robert McNeill Memorial”—a finer mon-

ument to the memory of a Christian man
than the costliest marble cenotaph.

.Mr. A. Alexander, President of the For-

eign Board, has kindly handed us a letter

from Rev. A. I. Robb, dated September 7,

from which we have permisison to take an

item or two

:

* * * We seem to have reached a

new stage in the work here. I think it is

a new stage' for the whole of China. We
are going to have far more trouble now
to keep heathen out of the Church than

to get Christians in. Our communion is

to be next Sabbath, September 13, and

we are receiving four out of twelve appli-

cants. Of the eight, two or three have

insufficient knowledge, but most of them

have some selfish or personal motive, and

are far more anxious to have their names

on the church roll than to do the will of

God. Japan
,
passed through the same

thing some years ago. The idea is getting

more and more hold on the people that

Western civilization is bound to come,

and they suppose they must belong to the

church to be properly identified with the

new learning. Then some want to get in

for protection. It is a wonderful time for

getting a hearing. Dr. Wright takes from

twenty to fifty gospels nearly every day

after study hours and goes out on the

streets, and usually comes home empty-

handed, having sold all he took. There is

a general spirit of inquiry, and most ex-

cellent opportunities for preaching the

truth. * * *

* * * It costs the Chinese nearly twice

as much to live now as it did when we

came to China. We are paying about $G a

thousand for brick. Three years ago we

paid $4.60, and when the present contract

expires we will probably have to pay $7

a thousand. The recent rise in silver is

going to make our buildings cost more, for

whereas in the early spring a cheque for

$500 (gold) was worth $1,270 (silver),

it is now worth only $1,065 (silver), and a

silver dollar will not buy any more of
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native products now than it would in the

spring.

We have by far the most pleasant

summer I have seen in China. The rain-

fall has been almost constant, practically

daily rain, but never excessive; so there

has been no great heat except for a few

days, and no flood. With the exception of

my wife and myself and our two smallest

children all the members of the Mission

had a period of rest on the coast. They

need it more now than after they get ac-

climated, and it has done them all much

good. It has given them opportunities to

meet with other missionaries, and has

served to greatly broaden their views of

missionary work and methods. * * *

A letter from Rev. J. K. Robb, written

September 14, will also be read with in-

terest :

We have just passed through another

communion season, and it has been a time

of great blessing and encouragement to

all. For some time we have been wishing

that we might observe the sacrament, but

for different reasons it had to be post-

poned. The absence of some of our num-
ber during the summer, and the new

house demanding the attention of the only

minister who could conduct the services,

served to prevent anything from being

done toward holding communion. But

the rice harvest came on, and almost all

the workmen went home to gather in their

crops, and that left my brother some time

to devote to evangelistic work. The date

for communion was set, and all the Mis-

sion force was present. We have been sur-

prised and gratified at the large number

who have been making inquiries, and

there were fourteen who underwent an ex-

amination. Of these, four were accepted.

The others were either not sufficiently

well informed, or had other motives in

asking to be received than the right ones.

It seemed hard to hold back those who

were manifestly sincere, but they sub-

mitted with a good grace, and are looking

ahead to the next communion. Of those

who were accepted, two are servants of

ours, one is a carpenter employed on the

new house, and the other is the wife of

one of the men who joined at our last

communion before this one. They had a

little child baptized, who is the first na-

tive child ever baptized in Tak Hing, and

the only one both of whose parents are

professed Christians. My brother and his

wife also had their little one baptized.

The services began on Friday, the sermon

being from the text, “Let a man examine

himself.” On Saturday the sermon was

largely an explanation of the sacraments,

being based on two passages in The Acts.

Yesterday the sermon was preached from

John i, 29: “Behold the Lamb of God.”

The day was very wet and disagreeable,

and but few were in attendance outside

those who expected to commune. Our

quarters were somewhat cramped, as ser-

vices are being held for the present in a

part of the dwelling house. The women
occupy one room and the men another,

the minister standing by the door lead-

ing from one room to the other. But the

services passed off quietly, and with man-

ifest tokens of the King’s presence at His

feast. The absence of all who were not

in sympathy with the services added to

the unity of feeling in our communion.

And yet I think that we would all have

been glad had there been some others

there. The sacrament must be a novelty

to those who have never seen it before,

and those who have not seen it come more

to gratify curiosity than to learn. But

the sooner they see it and grow somewhat

familiar with its observance, the sooner

they will be prepared to understand what

it means. So we would have been glad to

see others than intending communicants,
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even though their presence might have de-

tracted in a measure from our feeling of

complete oneness with each other.

In speaking of the number who were

examined for membership, I might have

said that there have been several others

who, at different times, have expressed

themselves as desirous of uniting with the

Church. A soldier from the official’s

house came with a sore hand, and at once

became interested to a remarkable degree.

He has been transferred to some other

point, but surely he was not far from the

Kingdom of God. Others have come and

gone, we trust carrying away with them

the seeds of truth that will some time

spring up and bear fruit. But we are

hoping that soon we can hold our com-

munions more frequently. Had it been

possible to hold one three or four months

ago, some of those who have gone away

would have been in the Church. And if

we are to judge by the one just held, a

communion season is a crisis period. We

had been hoping that some of those who

united at this time would see their way

clear to do so. We were sure that two of

them would whenever the opportunity was

given them, as they had so expressed

themselves. But the most gifted one of

the four (and he is a very talented young

man) did not declare his wish until after

the communion had been announced. The

opportunity certainly helped him to come

to a decision.

We are all in good health at present.

Those of us who were at Macao for an

outing feel greatly benefited, and ready

for work again. The new house pro-

gresses finely now, and we hope to have

some other buildings started soon. We

have been greatly pleased at hearing of

the appointment of Drs. McBurney, and

rejoice that the Church is manifesting

such enthusiasm in her Mission work.

Truly God is blessing her.

Bulletin No. 3 of the Board of For-

eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church

supplies the following items in regard to

its work in China

:

Ten years ago Rev. A. A. Fulton began

work at Canton. In four years, less than

forty baptized. During the last four years

nearlyr a thousand adults baptized. In less

than two years he has baptized 870 men
and women, and 103 children. In the

whole Canton field the adult baptisms this

year number about 1,100. Rev. Andrew

Beattie reports great progress in his field,

many new chapels built in whole or in

part by native Christians. The new

chapel at Shek Lung completed. Much
opposition, but large growth.

The recently elected elder of the church

at Lui Pu destroyed all the idols and an-

cestral tablets in his home. His wife

opposed him, and to be revenged on him

hanged herself, but he remained faithful.

In Hunan the chapel at Siangtan is

completed. The Boys’ School is self-sup-

porting. The growth of the work is

marked by the fact that lewd men have

started a dozen so-called chapels, calling

them Presbyterian Missions—they are

opium joints or worse.

At Changsha, the new station of the

Board, a conference of thirty-two workers,

representing all the denominations in

Hunan, was held in June. Three years

ago it was considered dangerous to enter

Changsha. Now a three-days’ mission-

ary conference is held with representatives

from all the societies at work in the prov-

ince. The gospel is growing in Hunan,

so is Christian comity.

Of 130 graduates of the Boys’ School at

Shanghai, sixty are Christians. Thirty-

one former scholars of the South Gate

School recently gave $1,300 for the build-

ing of the First Presbyterian Church at

Shanghai. The Shanghai Press is crowd-
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ed to its utmost capacity with work. The

demand for Christian literature in China

is constantly on the increase.

The new station at Hw'ai Yuen has

opened a day school and dispensary.

The attendance at the street chapel at

Chefoo averages 800 a day. On the

Chinese New Year, 5,000 women and

children attended the special services.

Fifty men recently confessed Christ in

the Peking Mission. Many of them have

been bitterly persecuted. A father and

brother hid the staff of a blind son and

brother to keep him from the services, but

he went. The change in the life of the

Christians is so marked that they are ac-

cused of “eating foreign medicine.”

At Paotingfu, since the dedication of

the new church, the services have been

crowded. Sixteen adults confessed Christ

from the field which was under the special

charge of the martyr Simcox. The new
station just opened at Shuntefu is in the

southern part of the Province of Chihli,

200 miles south of Paotingfu. Here are a

million people almost untouched by the

gospel.

The latest census of China, taken by the

Treasury Department of Peking, gives the

total population of the Empire as 42G,-

447,325. This includes Manchuria, Mon-

golia, Tibet, and Turkestan. Excluding

these, and reckoning only the eighteen

provinces of China proper, the figures are

407,737,305. The province with the larg-

est population is Sz’ chuen with 68,724,-

890 souls. The province with the densest

population is Shantung, with 263 persons

to every square kilometre
;
the least thickly

populated being Kuang-si, with only 26 to

the square kilometre.

The number of Protestant Christian

communicants in China, according to the

latest figures, is 112,808. The evangeliza-

tion of such vast multitudes, when looked

at from a human viewpoint, seems a hope-

less undertaking. But the Lord reigns to

bring the world into subjection to Him-
self. Faith smiles at impossibilities.

Africa.

—

In the Intelligencer for June
there appeared appeals for workers for

Nigeria from Bishop Tugwell and Dr.

Miller. The military operations for the

past few months have added to British

West Africa no fewer than 100,000 square

miles. Thus the total area of the pro-

tectorate of northern Nigeria is about

300,000 square miles, and its population

has been variously estimated at from ten

to fifteen millions. In the whole country

north of Zaria the people are Mohamme-
dans, but in the country stretching from

Zaria southward to the Eiver Binue (some

250 miles) and eastward so as to include

the huge Adamawa State, in this enormous

tract of country the people are mainly

pagans, though many of the larger towns

of the great caravan route are Mohamme-
dan. Three years ago it would have been

impossible to start work among the heath-

en tribes, as we know from an unsuccess-

ful attempt made to found a Mission

among the Mohammedans in Kano, the

party having to return to Loko, on the

very outskirts of the country. After the

lapse of a year it was decided to make an-

other effort. Still the heathen could not

be reached, and the political condition of

the country also made it extremely diffi-

cult to get any real work among the Mo-

hammedans. Now the aspect is com-

pletely changed. The whole country is

wide open. With the knowledge of the

Hausa language a man could preach and

work in almost any town or village among

the heathen tribes .—The Church Mission-

ary Gleaner.

South America.

—

On June 4, 1903, it

was decided by the Foreign Board of the
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Southern Baptist Convention to open a

Mission in Argentina, South America.

Argentina comprises the southern portion

of South America. It lies south of Bo-

livia, and southeast of Paraguay, and

Brazil, and Uruguay. Chili separates it

from the Pacific Ocean. The area of the

country, including Patagonia, is estimated

at 1,135,000 miles. The population is

nearly five millions, and is mostly white.

The schools are fairly good, and the main

products are cattle and wheat. The

metropolis and capital of Argentina is

Buenos Aires, the greatest city of South

America. It is the commercial, education-

al, social, political and religious center of

influence of the republic. The govern-

ment is republican in character; the re-

ligion is Boman Catholic, though not of as

severe a type as in other South American

Early in 1819, while waiting to see a patient, a young physician in New York took

up and read a tract on Missions, which lay in the room where he sat. On reaching

home he spoke to his wife of the question that had arisen in his mind. As a result

they set out for Ceylon, and later India, as foreign missionaries. For thirty years

the wife, and for thirty-six years the husband, labored among the heathen, and then

went to their reward. Apart from what they did directly as missionaries they left

behind them seven sons and two daughters. Each of these sons married, and with

their wives, and both sisters, gave themselves to the same mission work. Already

have several grandchildren of the first missionary become missionaries in India.

And thus far thirty of that family—the Scudders—have given five hundred and

twenty-nine years to India missions .—Indian Witness.

When Bishop Hurst was in Poona some years ago, he went out to the great temple

of Parbuti, and there watched the worshippers. He asked the aged Brahmin priest,

who for many years had received the offerings there, “Do as many people come here

to pray as formerly?” “No,” was the reply
;
“they are fewer every year.” “How

long will this worship last?” asked the Bishop. “God knows,” was the reply
;
“ per-

haps ten, perhaps fifty years.” “What will bring it to an end?” asked the Bishop.

“Jesus Christ,” was the answer.

“ God gives us credit, not only for the good we do, but for what we would do if we

had the power. The same is true, also, of the harm we do.”

In no way can any one do more missionary work for fifty cents than by subscribing

for Olive Trees.

countries. In many cases the people have

turned against the tenets of Catholicism

and into infidelity and indifferentism. Any
religion is tolerated. The American and

the British and Foreign Bible societies

have been doing a great w-ork, giving out

God’s Word to the people. The Metho-

dist Episcopal brethren have done a great

work. The Salvation Army has also done

good work. By opening work in the Ar-

gentina Bepublic, we extend the line of

our South American missions about fif-

teen hundred miles. We now have stations

from Manaos, 900 miles, up the Amazon,

to Sao Paulo, a distance of about thirty-

five hundred miles. To take this full

5,000 miles and strengthen and re-enforce

it is a mighty task .—Foreign Mission

Journal.
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AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.—The following statement shows the condition of the Missions

under Central Board at the close of September :

Financial Statement—
On hand

Aug. 1, 1903.
Receipts. Expenditures.

On hand
Sept. 1, 1903.

Domestic Mission $939.57 $6.18 — $945.75

Southern Mission 2,256.90 24.75 $151.66 2,129.99

Indian Mission 762.89 300.73 141.66 921.96

Jewish Mission 275.71 39.07 200.00 114.78

Selma Industrial School 541.55 12.50 — 554.05

Selma Industrial Building 410.02 518.61 57.05 871.58

Chinese Home Mission.. 844.17 10.00 834.17

The following are items from the Central Board for October :

Financial Statement—
On hand

Sept. 1. 1903.
Receipts. Expenditures.

On hand
Oct. 1,1903.

Domestic Mission $945.75 $76.10 — $1,021.85

Southern Mission 2,129.99 100.05 $151.66 •2,078.38

Indian Mission 921.96 876.86 202.99 1,595.83

Chinese Home Mission. 834.17 3.00 10.00 827.17

Jewish Mission 114.78 216.85 115.00 216.63

Industrial Building. . .. 871.58 74.38 — 945.96

Sustentation 143.39 .75 — 144.14

Domestic Mission.—Very full and cor- livery, Los Angeles, Cal. A petition with

rect reports were received from the thirty-four signatures, members and ad-

clerks of all Presbyteries, except Colo- herents, asking for an organization will

rado and Philadelphia, from whom no be forwarded to Colorado Presbytery.

reports were received. Distribution of These live within a radius of fifty miles

funds was made as follows of Los An geles. Mr. McDonald is en-

Illinois Presbytery .... $175.00 couraged in his work.

Iowa “ 237.50 Southern.—The School opened on Sen-

Kansas 482.70 tember 5, and will continue in session,

Lakes ‘ ‘

N.B.&N.S.“
New York “

Ohio “

Pittsburgh “

Rochester “

Vermont “

162.50

180.00

71.00

212.50

262.50

25.00

41.00

Total $1,849.70

Mr. McDonald has entered upon his

work as missionary on the Pacific Coast.

His post-office address is General Dc-

with a brief vacation during the holidays,

to May 26, 1904. The attendance at

the opening was 250, about the same as

last year. Miss Martha Turner, from

Utica (O.) Congregation, recently elected

a teacher, has commenced work. All

vacancies are now filled. Everything is

in good shape, and the prospects for a

successful term are quite encouraging.

Chinese .—The Board is endeavoring to

secure a principal for the Mission. The

scholars had refitted their room at their
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own expense, in the expectation that Mr.

McDonald would accept the appointment.

Their attachment to the Mission has not

abated. Mrs. Boreland continues still to

manifest a deep interest in its welfare.

Ten dollars were appropriated for neces-

sary expenses.

Indian Mission .—There is nothing

special to report from this Mission. The

work is moving on steadily. The health

of workers and scholars is good.

One hundred and fifteen dollars were

appropriated to the Mission among the

Jews.

J. W. Sproull.

Evans, Colo.

—

It is with gratitude to

the Head of the Church that we publish

the following resolution, adopted by the

Colorado Presbytery of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church, August 11, 1903:

“It would certainly seem slothful and

indifferent for the Presbytery not to rec-

ognize distinctly the growing interest, in

certain parts of our field, in the work of

Foreign Missions. God is moving on the

hearts of our people. No organization, no

matter how feeble or how burdened, has

weakened its efficiency by the efforts al-

ready put forth in Christ’s work; and yet

one-half of the world lies in midnight

darkness. The Christian Church is awak-

ening on the matter of Foreign Missions.

Are we also awakening? The efforts of

our own denomination are noble com-

pared with the work of other branches of

the Church of Christ; but, compared with

the need and opportunities of the hour,

they are not. Is God speaking to our

Presbytery in a special way at this hour?

Is not the Holy Spirit moving remarka-

bly in two of our congregations?

“The people of our Presbytery are able

to send out a foreign worker. We are not

judging for individuals, nor for congre-

gations, but as a Presbytery if is our judg-

ment that with special effort, perhaps

with considerable self-sacrifice, our peo-

ple could, in gratitude for their own blood-

bought salvation, support a foreign mis-

sionarjq and yet suffer no harm in the

work at home.

“Presbytery pledges to the Foreign

Board the sum necessary to support in

the foreign field a lady medical mission-

ary, to be named by the Presbytery. We
place the question before our members

;

and appoint the following committee to

keep the matter before the people, and to

receive funds from congregations and in-

dividuals within our bounds: Rev. J. M.

Wylie, Chairman, Evans, Colo.
;
Rev. J.

T. Wilson, Canon City, Colo.
;
Mary Mc-

Connell, Los Angeles, Cal.; James G.

Love, Seattle, Wash.
;
Margaret Carswell,

Denver, Colo.
;

C. R. Dodds, La Junta,

Colo.”

This is indeed, as the Minute sent to us

is headed, “A Step in Advance.” “The

matter,” writes Rev. T. H. Acheson, of

Denver, Colo., “was considered very care-

fully at two different meetings of the

Presbytery and was resolved with sincere

and earnest motives. * * * May the

Lord speed the work and keep us from re-

liance on the arm of flesh.”

At the September meeting of the Board

of Foreign Missions, Kate McBurney,

M.D., O.D., was appointed special repre-

sentative of this Presbytery in China. The

money raised for her support will be a

special offering, not interfering with the

congregational contributions to the foreign

missionary work of the Church. Every

one who has the evangelization of the

world at heart will pray that abundant

spiritual blessings may come to the breth-

ren in Colorado.

New' York.—The third Sabbath of

October was Communion Sabbath in

Second New \rork. Rev. Walter McCar-
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roll was assistant. His discourses were

appropriate and fitted to sustain and

cheer the hearts of all who waited on his

ministry. The f'act that he was on the

way to Cyprus as the representative of

the young people of the congregation,

made his visit especially acceptable to

them.

There was an accession of fifteen, all

except two on confession of their faith in

Christ, and the attendance was good,

245 taking their places at the Sacramental

Table.

Since the Spring Communion death

had entered into some of the families, giv-

ing the services an added solemnity. On
July 28, after months of suffering,

patiently and lovingly borne, Maggie

Wishart fell asleep in Jesus in the four-

teenth year of her age. The Lord had

fulfilled in her happy experience the pre-

cious promise, “I love them that love Me;
and those that seek Me early shall find

Me.” On a bed of pain she thought of

Him, and now free from all pain she lives

in His presence
;
and all who knew her are

better because of her sufferings. On
•Sept. 5 John Jenkins passed away in the

seventieth year of his age. After the

physician had announced that there was

no hope of his recovery, and that his de-

parture was only a matter of a few hours,

he was asked if he could leave all his in-

terests in the hand of the Saviour, and his

reply was a glad assent and a brightening

of the eye. Since October, 1857, or for

nearly forty-six years, he had been in the

communion of the Second Church, and his

whole life was consistent with his profes-

sion. Owing to an impediment in his

speech he never took a leading part in

social meetings, but his seat was never

empty in the house of God till failing

health made his absence necessary. He
knew his Bible well. No fitter inscription

could be engraven on his tombstone than

“He was a good man.” I never met any-

one who seemed to act more constantly on

the advice of the Spirit: “Whatsoever

things are true, whatsoever things are

honest, whatsoever things are just, what-

soever things are pure, whatsoever things

are lovely,' whatsoever things are of good

report
;
if there be any virtue, and if there

be any praise, think on these things.”

From the Alaskan mines comes a story which is worth repeating. A young Swede,

whose opportunities had been so limited that he was nothing but a stable boy before

he went to the mines, was fortunate enough to secure a good claim, and to dig a

considerable amount of gold out of it. His partner, also a Swede, asked him one day:

“ What are you going to do with your money ?
” “I mean to do more for the world,”

was the quiet answer, “ than the world ever did for me.” He meant it, too, for this

ex-hostler has since given something like fifty thousand dollars to endow a college

and a hospital in the far West.

The more one considers the answer and the deed, the nobler they appear. So many
men ask bitterly, “What has the world ever done for me?” and thus justify the

spending of their all upon themselves. So many workers say, impatiently, “Why
should I do better work than the world pays me for?” and thus toil grudgingly on.

So many souls quarrel with life because it does not give them all they desire, and thus

become self-pitying, self-indulgent failures. How different the spirit of this Swedish

stable boy, whose generous soul accepted the hardness and indifference of the world,

asked nothing from it, but desired all the more to benefit it, and make it a better

place for others than it had been for him.— Wellspring.
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MONOGRAPHS.

MONEY-GIVING A TEST OF CHAR-
ACTER.

Money is the great means the world

has for gratifying its desires. Christ has

said of His people, “They are not of the

world, as I am not of the world.” They

are to show in their disposal of money that

they act on unworldly principle, that the

spirit of heaven teaches them how to use

it. And what does the spirit suggest? Use

it for spiritual purposes, for what will last

for eternity, for what is pleasing to God.

Our whole life of faith may be strength-

ened by the way we deal with money.

Many men have to be engaged continually

in making money—by nature the heart is

dragged down and bound to earth in deal-

ing with what is the very life of the world.

It is faith that can give a continual vic-

tory over this temptation. Every thought

of the danger of money, every effort to

resist it, every loving gift to God, helps

our life of faith. We look at things in the

very light of God. We judge of them as

out of eternity, and the money passing

through our hands and devoted to God

may be a daily education in faith and

heavenly-mindedness.

Very specially may our money giving

strengthen our life of love. Every grace

needs to be exercised if it is to grow;

most of all is this true of love. And—did

we but know it—how our money might

develop and strengthen our love, as it

called us to the careful and sympathizing

consideration of the* needs of those around

us. Every call for money, and every re-

sponse we give, might be the stirring of a

new love, and the aid to a fuller surrender

to its blessed claims.

Money giving may be one of your choic-

est means of grace, a continuous fellow-

ship with God in the renewal of your sur-

render of your all to Him and in proof of

the earnestness of your heart to walk be-

fore Him in self-denial, and faith and
love.

What a wonderful religion Christianity

is ! It takes money, the very embodiment
of the power of sense of this world, with

its self-interest, its covetousness, and its

pride, and it changes it into an instrument

for God’s service and glory.

“It is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive.” What a God-like privilege and

blessedness to have the power of relieving

the needy and making glad the heart of

the poor by gold or silver ! What a blessed

religion that makes the money we give

away a source of greater pleasure than

that which we spend on ourselves ! The

latter is mostly spent on what is temporal

and carnal, that spent in the work of love

has eternal value, and brings double hap-

piness, to ourselves and others.

. If we did but take more time in quiet

thoughtfulness for the Holy Spirit to

show us our Lord Jesus in charge of the

Heavenly Mint, stamping every true gift,

and then using it for the Kingdom, surely

our money would begin to shine with a

new lustre.

We cannot purchase heaven—as little

with money as with works. But in your

money-giving, heavenly-mindedness and

love to Christ, and love to men, and de-

votion to God’s work, are cultivated and

proved. The “Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the Kingdom,” will take

account of the money truly spent on Christ

and His work. Our money-giving must

prepare us for heaven.

Oh, how many there are who, if heav-

en and holiness could be bought for a

thousand pounds, would give it! No
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money can buy those. But if they only

knew, money can wondrously help on the

path of holiness and heaven. Money

given in the spirit of self-sacrifice, and

love, and faith in Him who has paid all,

brings a rich and eternal reward. Day by

day give as God blesses and as He asks

—

it will help bring heaven nearer to you,

it will help to bring you nearer to heaven.

The Christ who sat over against the

treasury is my Christ. He watches my
gifts. What is given in the spirit of

whole-heai’ted devotion and love, He ac-

cepts. He teaches His disciples to j udge as

Hejudges. He will teach me how to give

—

how much, how lovingly, how truthfully.

Money—this is what I want to learn

from Him above all—money, the cause of

so much temptation and sin, and sorrow,

and eternal loss
;
money as it is received

and administered and distributed at the

feet of Jesus, the Lord of the Treasury,

becomes one of God's choicest channels of

grace to mj’self and to others. In this,

too, we are more than conquerors through

Him who loved us.

Money is the great symbol of the power

of happiness of this world
;
one of its chief

idols, drawing men away from God; a

never-ceasing temptation to worldliness,

to which the Christian is daily exposed.

It would not have been a full salvation

that did not provide a complete deliver-

ance from the power of money. The story

of Pentecost assures us that when the

Holy Spirit comes in His fullness into

the heart, then earthly possessions lose

their place in it, and money is only valued

as a means of proving our love and

doing service to our Lord and fellow-men.

The complaint in the Church as to the

terrible need of more money for God’s

work, as to the terrible disproportion be-

tween what God’s people spend on them-

selves and devote to their God, is univer-

sal. The pleading cry of many of God's

servants who labor for the poor and the

lost, is often heart-piercing. Let us take

to heart the solemn lesson : this is simply

a proof of the limited measure in which

the power of the Holy Spirit is knowrn

among believers. Let us for ourselves pray

most fervently, that our whole life may be

so lived in the joy of the Holy Spirit, a

life so absolutely yielded to Him and His

rule, that all our giving may be a spiriLial

sacrifice, through Jesus Christ.

Blessed Lord Jesus ! teach and keep us

that, like Barnabas, we may lay our money

all at Thy feet, and hold it all at Thy dis-

posal. Teach and keep us, that, like

Peter, we may rejoice in the poverty that

teaches us, to prove our trust in the

power of Thy Spirit. Teach and keep us,

lest, like Ananias, our profession of living

entirely for Thee be belied, by our giving

to Thee. Teach and keep us, lest, like

Simon, we think that the gifts of God

or power over men can be obtained by

money.

Most blessed Spirit ! fill us with Thy-

self : come and fill Thy Church with Thy

living presence, and all our money shall

be Thine alone .—Andrew Murray.

THE STEWAEDSHIP OF MONEY.
1. Let us consecrate ourselves afresh

to our Redeemer. Let each reader of these

words thoughtfully take that step which

inspired David Livingstone in his mighty

career ! His last birthday but one was

spent far away from home and friends, in

the wild jungle, surrounded by those de-

graded Africans that lay so near his heart

;

and in his diary he penned these touching

words : “My Jesus, my King, my Life,

my All, I again dedicate my whole self to

Thee.” What better could you do than

take your diary in hand, and write these

very words ? and if you like, add an inven-

torv of all that you include within their

embrace; and then append your signature.
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Remember that scene in the churchyard

of the Greyfriars in Edinburgh, when the

Covenanters signed their names in blood

drawn from their hearts. Be as earnest

as they were, and trust Christ to keep

you true.

2. Determine beneath the eye of Christ

how much you should legitimately spend

on yourself. There are several things to

be considered, among the first of which is

life insurance. Then rent, taxes, main-

tenance, education and such like. None
of us can determine these things for an-

other. They must be settled calmly under

the Master’s eye. Not in days of panic or

pressure, for at such times we are not

likely to form a correct estimate. But in

times when we can quietly calculate what

Christ would have us expend
;
always re-

membering that we have no right to pre-

sume on windfalls or miracles; or to pro-

vide for ostentation and excess; or to go

beyond our income; or to risk running into

debt. But when once we have prayerfully

ascertained our position, we should main-

tain it, rmless we have very clear tokens

that we are to exchange it for another,

whether better or worse. Many Christians,

directly their income begins to increase,

launch out into increased expenditure

;

whereas it may be that the increase is to

be devoted to the cause of Christ. Ah

!

what moral ruin has come to families be-

cause of the lavish waste of Christian

homes ! Other Christians, in times of

straitness, begin to reduce necessary ex-

penditure and to sell articles of use. It

may be right to do so. But on the whole,

one would need to be clearly led by God’s

Spirit in all such matters. It may be

His will to maintain them as they are,

but by other means, until prosperity is

restored to them. Our only care should be

to please God and never to run into debt.

Leave the provision of each meal to Him
who feeds the birds and clothes the flowers.

3. Give away a stated proportion of all

you own or earn. It may seem needless

to insert this caution to those who should

use all for Christ. But it is really most
important. And for this reason. Our
hearts are weak and fickle; and we are in

danger of making so good a provision for

ourselves, that the Lord’s surplus will be

next to nothing. We remember so vividly

the amount we give away that it bulks up
largely beyond our mind; and we imagine

that we are generous, until we see in fig-

ures how small a proportion our charity

bears to our income. To guard against

this it is well always to put aside a certain

part for the Lord before we begin to di-

vide up the rest, so that His share may be

as safe as our rent. This will not prevent

us from still considering that the whole is

His, or from administering the overplus

for the furtherance of those objects that

lie near His heart.

It is not within my province to say

what proportion of our income we should

statedly set apart for God. The patriarch

give a tenth; and surely the noon of

Christianity should not inspire less benev-

olence than the twilight. (Gen. xxviii,

22.) And it has been calculated that the

Jews gave in all at least one-fifth of their

income to the maintenance of their re-

ligion. But of course the proportion we

can statedly set apart for Christ must

vary with our circumstances. A man,

when his family is young, may be able to

give only a tenth, who, when his expenses

are less, can as easily dedicate a fifth or a

third. Let each be fully persuaded in his

own mind. Only let this principle be ob-

served, that there be a stated proportion

given out of every dollar, whether the in-

come be received weekly, or monthly, or

whether it be realized at the end of the

year. Every business man knows pretty

well what his income is, else how can he

fix the sum given in for income tax ? Let
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him deal as faithfully with God as with

the Government officer; or let him ex-

pend during the current year a proportion

of income made during the previous one.

So shall we obey the spirit at least of the

Apostolic exhortation : “Upon the first

day of the wreek let every one of you lay

by him in store as God hath prospered

him.” (1 Cor. xvi, 2.) When, then, we

are called upon to give, it will be a luxury

to administer wisely the Lord’s money;

and all the remainder will seem sanctified

through the dedication of the first fruits.

(Proverbs iii, 9, 10.)

4. Be careful to put the Lord’s money

aside. We must not trust in our memo-
ries or generalities. We must be minute

and specific and careful, some having a

bag, others a box, into which the Lord’s

portion is carefully put; some having a

separate banking account
;
and 411 having

some kind of ledger account, where we

may put down what we receive and spend

for Christ, that there may be no embezzle-

ment, however inadvertent, of that which

is not ours.

Of the rewards that will accrue we have

no time to speak. Wasteful and harmful

expenditure will be checked. Evil ways

of getting money will be abandoned.

Treasures will be laid up in the heavens.

Bags which wax not old will be provided.

The Lord’s treasuries will be filled to over-

flowing. There will no longer be the sad

refusal of young and eager hearts, be-

cause there are no funds to send them

forth to their coveted life-work in distant

lands. The gulf between rich and poor

will be bridged by many deeds of ministry

and helpfulness. While, better than all,

the Master’s voice will ring like music

through the heart, “Well done, thou good

and faithful servant; enter thou into the

joy of thy Lord.”

That such a welcome, dear readers, may

be addressed to each of you, is one reason

why these words have been written; and

another is a conviction, that many of the

methods now employed to raise money for

our Master’s work must be exceedingly

distasteful to Him; and that there are

funds enough in the possession of Chris-

tians for all the needs of the Church, in

her work of evangelization, if only they

were properly administered.

—

F. B. Meyer.

THE NORTHFIELD SCHOOLS.

—At the request of Mr. A. G. Moody we

gladly publish the following article on the

educational work established at Northfield,

Mass., by the late D. L. Moody and entire-

ly dedicated to young people who have

their own way to make in the world.

—

Robert Ingersoll and Dwight L. Moody
were contemporaries. Both died within a

short time of each other. Both were large-

ly eulogized by the press, though each

stood for radically different principles.

The memory of the former, however, has

nearly passed away, while that of the lat-

ter is renewed afresh with each summer

migration to his home, and with each ses-

sion of his schools. Why this is so is be-

cause Mr. Moody, casting self aside, strove

to provide for the needs of others. Pass-

ing a hut, one time on the mountainside,

he saw some girls about the school-girl

age, braiding palm-leaf hats. There was

no school near them and they could not

afford to go away to one. After a few

questioning remarks, Mr. Moody deter-

mined to found a school for just such

girls. That was in 1879. The school was

Northfield Seminary. Two years later he

established a similar school for boys and

called it Mount Hermon.

In the twenty years since then these

schools have developed, so that last year

the total enrollment was about 1,200, rep-

resenting not only nearly every State in

the Union, but also many foreign coun-

tries. That these students are the ones



344 Monographs.

for whom the school was founded is shown
in the report of the Principal of North-

field Seminary, who says : “Two-fifths of

our girls have no high school within

reach, one-third are from towns of 5,000

inhabitants or less, and nearly one-fifth are

farmers’ daughters. Two-fifths have lost

either father or mother, or both. One-

third are girls who have done something

toward self-support. Twenty-seven are

paying their own way and ten others are

meeting their expenses in part, while fifty-

seven more are being assisted by the

Students’ Aid Society and Scholarships.

Our plan is not to accept girls whose

parents could afford to send them to more

costly schools, nor to accept those who

would be likely to prove poor invest-

ments.” The annual report of the Prin-

cipal of Mount Hermon School has a simi-

lar import. Of the 725 boys registered

there, one-third are working their own
way. This is possible from the fact that

the average age of the school is higher

than it is at the ordinary college prepara-

tory school, and because the method by

which the school is run is to provide board,

room and tuition for the students at just

half the actual cost. This opens a way

for sturdy, industrious fellows to prepare

for college, and smile at their empty pock-

ets. The idea is not a free education, but

an education possible through work. That

young men and women are anxious to

avail themselves of such a place is shown,

when it is known that at Mount Hermon

the ratio of applicants to vacancies is

four to one; and this year at Northfield

Seminary, for every vacancy there were

seven applicants. This means that hun-

dreds of deserving men and women have

to be turned away because of lack of ac-

commodations. As might be expected,

from a place connected with D. L. Moody,

a strong religious sentiment permeates

both schools. Daily chapel exercises are

held, a well-established church is main-

tained, and in addition, students are re-

quired to pursue courses in Bible the same

as in Latin or Greek. Character, rather

than brightness, is the standard by which

each student is judged, and not infre-

quently assistance is given to the more

vigorous Christian when the merely clever

student is turned aside. Hence a prepar-

ation for college there means more than

the regulation amount of mathematics

and languages. The goal, however, for

which most students strive is the univer-

sity or college, and such is the standard

set by former students that there are few

colleges in the East but are glad to wel-

come into their halls a boy from Mount

Hermon, or a girl from Northfield Sem-

inary. Nor is their confidence misplaced;

four years of high intellectual training,

coupled with the physical effort of self-

support and influenced by the healthy

spiritual life of Northfield, combine to

give a preparation not only for a college

but for the best and noblest kind of life.

And that is the purpose and first object of

the Moody schools.

ALEXANDER M’LEOD STAYELY.

—The Banbridge Chronicle (Ireland)

reports a memorial sermon preached in

the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

Ballyclare, on Sabbath, Sept. 13, 1903, by

Rev. Gawin Douglas, of Loughbrickland.

It is founded on Numbers 27, 13, “And

when thou hast seen it, thou also slialt be

gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy

brother was gathered.” At the close of an

excellent discourse Mr. Douglas pays the

following well-merited tribute to our life-

long friend, the late Rev. A. M. Stavely,

whose name is inseparably connected with

the missionary work of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church in the Maritime

Provinces of Canada.

—

A venerable father, who was your
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faithful pastor for fifteen years, and who

occupied a high place in your affections.

Rev. A. M’Leod Stavely, has lately been

taken home to his rest and his reward.

“Yes, he is dead—0 happy death

!

0 deadly harm; unhappy Church,

When shalt thou see among thy shepherds

all.

Any so sage, so perfect, whom not e’en

Envy could touch for virtuous life and

skill;

Courteous, valiant, and liberal.”

Alexander M’Leod Stavely was born on

June 19, 1816, at Corkey, Ballymoney.

Descended from an old Yorkshire family,

he was the son of Dr. William J. Stavely,

pastor of Dervock and Ballymoney in the

first half of last century, and grandson of

Rev. William Stavely, who suffered so

much for his principles in 1798. Alexan-

der, nurtured in an eminently Christian

home, was early dedicated for the minis-

try, and with this object in view' he was

sent to the Academical Institution, and

the Academy, Belfast, preparatory to his

college course at Edinburgh, wdiere he had

a distinguished career. To his dying day

he retained many prizes awarded him by

Dr. Chalmers and Christopher North.

On returning to. Ireland he taught for some

time in Derry, at the same time preaching

every Sabbath. In 1839 he wras licensed

to preach the gospel, but hearing of the

neglected state of the scattered Covenan-

ters of New Brunswick, Canada, and be-

lieving he had a call from the Master to

minister to them, he insisted, in spite of

the entreaties of his friends, on giving up

all his prospects in the church at home,

and going out to wffiat wras then almost an

unknow'n land. The voyage lasted thirty-

eight days—a fitting prelude to the diffi-

culties of a pioneer missionary’s career.

Mr. Stavely, however, gradually built up

a fine congregation, with manse, church,

and lecture hall, all free of debt, and

formed many Mission stations through-

out the Province. He numbered among

his hearers many not actually members of

the Reformed Presbyterian Church. He
was an ideal arbitrator, and it was Mr.

Stavely who was entrusted with the

negotiations, when the Presbytery of New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, was taken under

the jurisdiction and care of the American

Synod. He traveled through much of the

United States preaching the everlasting

gospel as far south as Augusta, Georgia,

and as far west as Wisconsin, and having

many hair-breadth escapes from ship-

wreck, from vessels on fire, and lastly

from a burning city. In 1877, the thirty-

seventh year of his ministry, the city of

St. John was well nigh destroyed. Mr.

Stavely’s church, manse, and almost all

his belongings w'ere consumed by fire, and

all the loving labors of years seemed use-

less. The indomitable old pioneer, howr-

ever, set to wrork at once, crossed over to

Scotland and Ireland, where he got a very

sympathetic reception, and collected suffi-

cient funds to rebuild all the church prop-

erty free of debt. Then he nobly decided

to leave to a younger man the results of

his thirty-eight years’ labor, and left the

city wdiere he had long been the most pop-

ular as well as the most respected pastor.

Twenty years afterwards his declining

years were cheered much by a beautifully

worded address of appreciation from this

“the flock of his earliest care.” * * *

His work was not yet done. So fresh wras

Mr. Stavely that when almost seventy

years old he assumed the charge of a new

congregation. In 1884 he was called to

Ballyclare, where he labored faithfully for

fifteen years, never missing a prayer meet-

ing, prominent in every good work in the

town, and winning the confidence and ad-

miration of men of every creed. The
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manse and church he renovated, and, as

usual, left free of debt. Declining years,

however, reminded him that after over

sixty years of preaching he had earned a

rest, and accordingly in 1899 he retired,

the breaking of the tie being marked by

an address and presentation on the part of

the townspeople, and by a very hearty

send-off, at which ministers of every de-

nomination in the town took part, one of

them hrtmorously remarking that Mr.

Stavely he feared would have the curse

attached to the man of whom all speak

well. The last few years of his life Mr.

Stavely spent at Portrush, still able to

preach occasionally, and to take various

tours in England and Scotland, ever

genial and courteous, and maintaining

his interest in events to the last. His

wonderful gift of prayer grew even more

marked as the end drew nigh. Seeming-

ly hale and hearty, pneumonia struck him

down, and after a brief illness, in which

he retained all his faculties, in his native

town on the 9th of July, 1903, in the

eighty-eighth year of his age, surrounded

by his loving daughter and his faithful

wife, he died triumphantly in the hope of

a blessed immortality after a life of toil

for Christ, his life-long prayer being

answered—“Let me die the death of the

righteous.”

Dr. MacDouall said it would be impos-

sible to replace Dr. George Lillie Craik,

and so “take our father for all in all we

shall not soon look upon his like again.”

He possessed an eminently attractive per-

sonality. As Tholuck, on his introduction,

to Chalmers, said he was “ein lieblicher

Mensch—he was a lovely man.” As a man
and a Christian, his endowments were of

a superior order. His dispositions were

amiable. His manners were bland, kind,

and courteous. His appearance was

stately and striking. He was a lover of

peace, and of all good men. He was an

accurate and finished scholar. He was a

good preacher. He was a great Bible

reader, and his sermons were packed with

Scripture. Like Barnabas, he was a son

of consolation. As a Presbyter, he wTas

well-informed, judicious, and conciliatory.

He was an ardent and devoted friend of

the Missions of the Church, and did much
to stir up many to pray for and to give

liberally to the missionary enterprise.

While he was kind and conciliatory, he

was steadfast as a witness for the grand

principles of the Covenanted Deforma-

tion, and by his candid and loving spirit

was influential in commending them to

others. He was a good raconteur, and

oftentimes have I hung with rapture on

his lips as he portrayed in glowing terms

the varied scenes through which he passed

in his missionary tours in the British

Colonies in North America. “He spake

no slander; no, nor listened to it.” He
was exemplary in all the relations of life,

a loving husband, an affectionate father,

and a true friend. He was an ideal host;

to know him was to love him, and the

more he was known the better he was

loved. As we think of him we are re-

minded of the words of Christ regarding

Nathanael—“Behold an Israelite indeed,

in whom there is no guile.” After a min-

istry of sixty years, exercised in St. John,

N. B., and in Ireland, his native land, he

has entered into the joy of his Lord. He

is not lost, but gone before. His removal

says to surviving ministers, “Whatsoever

thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy

might
;
for there is no work, no device, no

knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave

whither thou goest.” While it says to all

of us, “Set thine house in order, for thou

shalt die and not live.”

“Art is long, and time is fleeting,

And our hearts though stout and brave,

Still like muffled drums are beating,

Funeral marches to the grave.”
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Brethren beloved, you all did love him
once, not without cause; he lives in your

hearts, and you mourn his removal. We
miss the touch of the vanished hand, and

the sound of the voice that is still. Well

the poet says, “He mourns them best who
does as they desired.” He being dead yet

speaks to us in this wise, “Be ye steadfast,

unmovable, always abounding in the work

of the Lord, for as much as ye know that

your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

Honored father, farewell—no more shall

we see thy happy face; no more shall we

hear thy winning voice again; no more

shall we enjoy fellowship and co-operation

with you in the Church on earth, but we

shall meet again,

“In that bright world above,

Where parting is unknown

—

In that eternity of love

Formed for the good alone.”

“Thou art gone to the grave—we no

longer behold thee,

Hor tread the rough path of the world

by thy side

;

For the wide arms of Mercy were spread

to enfold thee,

And sinners may die, for the sinless has

died.

“Thou art gone to the grave, but we will

not deplore thee.

Whose God was thy ransom, thy guard-

ian and guide;

He gave thee, He took thee, and He will

restore thee

—

And death has no sting, for the Saviour

has died.”

Meanwhile, let us be followers of them

who through faith and patience inherit

the promises. “And now, brethren, I

commend you to God and to the word of

His grace, which is able to build you up

and to give you an inheritance among all

them that are sanctified.”

“Weep not for broad lands lost.

Weep not for fair hopes crossed;

Weep not when limbs wax old,

Weep not when friends grow cold;

Weep not that death must part

Thine and the best loved heart;

Yet weep, weep, all you can

—

Weep, weep, because you are sin-defiled

man.”

I cannot, my friends, sit down without

offering a last tribute of sympathy to Mr.

Stavely’s accomplished wife, who for up-

wards of fifty-two years shared in all his

sorrows and joys, and who was his true

helpmate in every good work. May the

God of her husband be her God now as

in the past
;
may she be sustained until the

day break and the shadows flee away.

—

Amen.

HEVAJI.

—In the annual report of work done

in India during 1902 under the direction

of the Canadian Presbyterian Church,

Air. F. II. Russell, of Dhar, contributes

the following interesting incident.

—

The church building in the city, which

is situated on the main street, has proved

of great assistance in the work of reach-

ing the general population. At both the

Sabbath services and week-day meetings

a considerable number of Hindus and

Mohammedans are present, and most of

them stay throughout and listen with ap-

parent interest to the singing and speak-

ing.

One Wednesday evening in June a man
of the drover caste, who had come from

his village eighty miles away to buy cat-

tle, heard the singing in the church as he

passed the door. He was a man of

earnest spirit, and had for some time been
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seeking the truth, but had never before

heard the gospel.

He came inside and sat down to listen.

As he told me later, as soon as he heard

what was being said, he felt that this was

what he wanted.

He came to me immediately after-

wards, and told his story. He remained

with ns several days and was so evidently

born again that I had no hesitation in

baptizing him.

Subsequent events showed how well-

placed my faith was. He returned to his

village and was back in a few days with

three others of his people who were eager

to be received as Christians. As Devaji

can read and write, he had made good use

of the Testament he had got from us, and

had already become a light-bearer to his

own people. As related in another place,

we are about to visit his home, where, he

tells us, still others are waiting for bap-

tism, and anxious to be taught more of

the truth.

“STEP IN ANYWHERE
During one of the great battles of the

Civil War, a recruit, who had lost his

company in the tumult of strife, ap-

proached General Sheridan, and timidly

asked where he should “step in.”

“Step in?” thundered Sheridan. “Step

in anywhere; there’s fighting all along

the line.”

A heavy piece of machinery was being

moved into a building by means of a block

and tackle. Suddenly one of the ropes

parted, and the machine began to slide

backward. The two men who had charge

of the work sprang to stay its progress.

“Give us a lift !” one of them shouted

to a bystander.

“Where shall I take hold?” asked the

man thus addressed, unmindful of the

fact that there was not a second to lose.

“Grab hold anywhere !” yelled the

mover.

It may be that we are in a field where

we are unaccustomed to work, and are

timidly asking where we shall “step in.”

We may find our answer in the words of

Sheridan : “Step in anywhere, there’s

fighting all along the line.”

Are you waiting to be called into some

special church work? “Step in any-

where.” If you are willing, you can be

used.

—

Exchange.

LIVING EPISTLES ARE YE.

What else is a Christian but a ser-

mon in action—an epistle that thinks and

talks and lives? He is the tablet on

which is plainly visible the handwriting

of the Holy Spirit. What is written in

his heart will appear in his life. He can

no more hide his nobler better self than

a light can cease to shine. He may limit

the area over which the light is to shine,

he may put his light under a bushel, but

it is bound to shine even there. The

moment he ceases to shine, he ceases to be

a Christian; and the more he limits the

sphere of his shining, the less useful will

he be as a Christian. It is by shining be-

fore men that he proves himself to be the

living epistle “known and read of all

men.” What a power such a “living

epistle” is in this world of sin ! Can you

not recall how, in your reading of the

lives of devout Christians, lasting impres-

sions have been made upon you? How
these “living epistles” have become, as it

were, a means of grace to your soul and

led you to Christ more powerfully than a

dozen eloquent sermons from the pulpit

could have done? And are you such a

“living epistle ?”—The Lutheran.

Olive Trees gives all Mission news for a cent a week.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—Since the last issue of Olive Trees

some subscribers who were in arrears have

sent what was due, with advance renewals

for another year, while one young man has

enabled us to add six new names to the

mailing list. Any one else wishing to have

a similar record should address

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,

327 W. 56th Street,

New York.

—The following resolution of the For-

eign Mission Board requires no explana-

tion :

Whereas, The spirit of missions has

been steadily increasing in our Church;

Whereas

,

The knowledge of mission

facts and incidents is one of the best ways

of promoting and sustaining the interest

of all; and

Whereas, Olive Trees has been

founded and sustained with the purpose

of presenting to the Church at the

smallest possible cost the news of all the

fields, all avails after the cost of produc-

tion has been met being devoted to the

Foreign Missions, therefore we recom-

mend that a united effort be made to ex-

tend the circulation of this magazine to

every Covenanter home in America.

To this end we recommend that a Com-

mittee of Three be appointed by the Presi-

dent of the Board and that this Commit-

tee be authorized to communicate with the

different Presbyteries in order to secure a

Committee of each Presbytery to co-

operate in this work; that through these

committees an agent be secured in each

congregation, the pastor, if he is willing,

or anyone that he may suggest; that a

copy of this resolution be forwarded to

the Central Board of Missions to secure

their endorsement; and that by a united

effort we seek to bring our whole Church

into touch with the work of our mission

fields.

This action of the Foreign Board
was most cordial, evincing a desire to

promote, in every way possible, the mis-

sionary operations of the Church.

The President has appointed W. M.
George, R. M. Sommerville, and Walter

T. Miller a Committee to correspond

with the Presbyteries and enlist their co-

operation in this movement, and the work
is under way. Probably pastors who see

this Resolution, anticipating a formal in-

vitation from the Committee, will bring

the matter to the attention of their con-

gregations and have lists of new sub-

scribers made up in time for the issue

of January, 1904.

—The following brief statement of facts

will be mailed in November to each set-

tled minister and to a representative of

each vacant congregation and mission-

station in the Reformed Presbyterian

Church

:

FOREIGN MISSION CIRCULAR.

Dear Brother:

The missionary spirit that was manifest

at the last meeting of Synod inspires the

hope that there will be a large increase in

the contributions for the Foreign Mis-

sions this
j
rear. The time named for mak-

ing our annual offering for this purpose is

close at hand, and you are requested to

remind the people under your pastoral

care of the responsibility that rests on

them. Through their representatives they

heartily voted $15,000 for the Syrian Mis-

sion and $6,000 for the Mission to China,

and every dollar will be needed to carry
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on the work, in addition to the voluntary

gifts of individuals and societies.

The Board urges increased liber-

ality because of the obligations the Church

lias assumed, the pressure of the

need in unenlightened lands, and the bear-

ing that Christian giving has on the spirit-

ual condition of the congregations at

home. There are at present on its payroll

six ministers, three male and three female

physicians, six women in charge of school

work and one attached as matron to the

Latakia Hospital, claiming for the single

item of salaries for American laborers

$13,800, with an additional allowance for

each child in a missionary family between

two and eighteen years of age. As the re-

port of the Treasurer shows, over $12,000

were remitted last year for field expenses,

including the wages of licentiates, col-

porteurs, Bible women, and teachers, and

the necessary outlay connected with six

boarding schools and the medical depart-

ments. Two more ordained ministers and

another woman have been called for to

meet the present necessities of the Syrian

Mission, and if the services of suitable

persons can be secured, their appointment

will mean $2,000 more for salaries. If

the Covenanter Church is true to its trust,

and wishes to give the gospel to the thou-

sands on thousands that are perishing for

lack of knowledge in the territories that

it has undertaken to evangelize, there must

be a forward movement in men and means

far beyond anything that has yet been

seen. Assuming it to be true that our

interest in Foreign Missions marks and

measures our advancement in spirituality

and likeness to God, we need to be up and

doing.

Will you kindly put these facts before

your congregation in the way that, in your

judgment, will be most likely to impress

the heart and rouse to a true sense of re-

sponsibility ? Many who have never been

told the way to life are dying everjr day,

and Christ is waiting for the world to

acknowledge that He has a right to wear

its crown.

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,

Cor. Secretary.

Olive Trees calls the attention of its

readers to the foregoing circular, and re-

quests them not to make their offering

for the Foreign Missions until they have

prayerfully considered its statement of

facts. It will be helpful, too, to read

carefully the Monographs on Christian

giving that appear in this number. The

water of life is free, but, as Dr. Adam
Clarke once said, “we must pay for the

pitchers in which it is carried 'to the

thirsty multitudes.”

—The receipt from Treasurer Walter

T. Miller, printed in script on page 352,

tells its own story. It shows that many

of the young women, ministers and eld-

ers of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

who some years ago contributed so heartily

towards the support of missionaries who

should represent them in the foreign field,

must have grown weary in well doing.

There seems • no good reason why these

laborers should not be supported in this

way. A cent a day from four hundred

and fifty-eight elders would pay the sal-

aries of a male and female physician. If

sixty-one and a half per cent, of the mem-

bership of the Covenanter Church are

women, and at least half of these young

women, a cent a day from each of them

would pay the salaries of all the ordained

ministers that are at work in the foreign

fields. And what might be expected of

the one hundred and twenty-eight minis-

ters, men of little incomes but big hearts,

who not only ought to be, but are, the

leaders of the people in every good work?

The salary of one representative at least.
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This is only a rough estimate of what

might be done; but if any one will sit

down with the Minutes of Synod in one

hand and a pencil in the other, and cipher

for half an hour, he will find that this is

far below the truth. A few days ago “a

friend of Missions/’ a member of Second

New York, sent us five dollars as “a

Thank Offering.” The donor is hot among

the rich in this world’s goods
;
but, rich in

faith, she can spare this comparatively

large sum in addition to her regular and

special contributions to the work of the

Lord. This offering has been paid into

the Young Women’s Fund, and, if every

one would “do likewise,” the Board could

more than double the working force in all

the Missions.

—It is with profound regret that we

notice in the September number of Olive

Trees a sentence that should never have

gone to press. It occurs in a sermon that

the author sent for publication at the

urgent request of two visiting hearers who

were deeply impressed with the discourse.

Coming from one who has enriched our

columns with many excellent articles, the

manuscript was sent to the printing office

without reading, and, as we only glanced

over the revised proof, that sentence es-

caped the blue pencil. How any one,

claiming to be a minister of the meek and

lowly Jesus, could use such language in

or out of the pulpit is utterly inconsistent

with our idea of gospel preaching. We
have heard of Christian parents being

borne down with grief because some of

their children, in ignorance and indiffer-

ence to spiritual things, had given them-

selves up to immorality, yet pleading with

their last breath that God would bring

them back and bless them with forgiving

and renewing grace. But we have never

before heard of a father invoking “the

curse of God” upon a child because at the

age of twenty-three, finely educated, and
consecrated to the service of Christ, he

dared to think for himself. It is not de-

nunciation, but reasoning in a spirit of

Christian kindliness that will hold young
men of intelligence loyal to home instruc-

tion and training. However keenly we
may feel the withdrawal of one whom we
love from the ministry or membership of

the Covenanter Church, we wish him well,

and pray God to use him for His glory in

the new field of labor.

A sense of editorial responsibility com-

pels this statement. We apologize to the

“Covenanter lad” for giving currency to

“the curse,” and we ask pardon of our

readers for putting before them an utter-

ance so completely at variance with re-

fined taste and with the spirit of evangel-

ism that Olive Trees claims to represent.

To the beloved brother who spoke the

sermon in which it is found, we offer the

advice that a gray-haired veteran in the

service of God, many years ago, and only

a few months before his spirit passed into

the eternal state, gave us, among other

parting counsels : “Never take your per-

sonal grievances into the pulpit.”

—Many of our readers may not know
that there is an excellent Bible Teachers’

Training School in New York City. It is

under the direction of Dr. Wilbert W.

White, who has surrounded himself this

year with such popular teachers and lec-

turers as Rev. Dr. Francis L. Patton, Rev.

Dr. A. F. Schauffler, Mr. Robert Speer,

Rev. Geo. Saltau, of London, and others

equally eminent in their several depart-

ments, whose names are a guarantee of

thorough and successful instruction.

The courses of instruction cover two

years, and are divided into six depart-

ments : The English Bible
;
Religious Ac-

tivity and Sociology; Teacher Training;

Church History; Comparative Religions
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and Missions; Ethics and Apologetics;

and Original Biblical Languages.

“During the past year,” according to

a statement mailed us, “there were 195

students enrolled, representing fifteen dif-

ferent States, as well as Canada, South

America and Japan.”

For the accommodation of business men
and residents in distant parts of the city

and in suburban towns, there will be what

is called “Visitors’ Day” every Friday

from 3 to 9 P. M.

3 to 4 P. M.—Studies in prayer, con-

ducted by Dr. White.

4 to 5 P. M.—Teacher Training, con-

ducted by Edwin F. See, Secretary Y. M.

C. A., Brooklyn.

5 to 6 P. M.—Individual work for in-

dividuals, conducted by Dr. Howard Ag-
new Johnston, of the Madison Avenue

Presbyterian Church, New York.

6 to 7 P. M.—Supper, with the intro-

duction of prominent visitors.

7 to 8 P. M.—Problems of the Chris-

tian Life, and Missions, Robert E. Speer

and others.

8 to 9 P. M.—Recent Oriental Research

and the Bible, Dr. Robert W. Rogers.

A weekly schedule of all classes and full

information in regard to the school will be

sent on application to the office, 81-83

East Fifty-fifth Street, New York.

The fact must be faced that New York is already the seat of the greatest Jewish

community in the world, and that this community is increasing rapidly through the

numerous immigration of the strictest school of Judaism. In New York there are

now one-half as many Jews as Roman Catholics and one-third as many as Protestants,

even counting the 636,000 “lapsed Protestants.”

If Jewish immigration continues to come in at the rate which has prevailed since

1900, the number of Jews in New York will be something like a million by 1910, or

towards one-quarter of the whole population. Theirs, moreover, is an exceedingly

enduring and prolific race, and in estimating the religious conditions of New York

it must hereafter have a foremost place in the count.

—

N. Y. Sun.

RECEIVED, October 6, 1903, through Olive Trees
,

Three Hundred and Fifty Dollars
,
being One Hundred and

Ninety-Seven Dollars and Sixty- Three Cents from the Young

Women of the Reformed Presbyterian Church
,
One Hundred

and Eleven Dollars and Forty-Three Cents from its Ministei's,

and Forty Dollars and Ninety-Four Cents from its Elders
,

towards the Salaries of their Missionariesfor the year 1903.

$350.00



MAP OF THE MISSION FIELDS PRESBYTERIAN
>
CHURCH

IN SYRIA, THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS, AND
ADJOINING PARTS OF TURKEY IN ASIA....

This map is about 60 x 65 inches in size, conforms to the best geographical authorities and the
workmanship is in all respects of standard quality.

It indicates by distinctive legends the location and relative importance of towns or villages
where schools are or have been in operation.

The regular price of the map is $3 . 00 .

Sabbath Schools cau have it for $2.00 and 13 cents for postage.

ADDRESS
OLIVE TREES. 327 West 56th Street, New York.

nTPTsJTPT^ A HOT T TTHTJ1 The only college in the
IrJillN Hj V JA. UUIjIjJIiLtJII. u. S. under control of the

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michigan
NEW FACILITIES, University. Better work ia being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDINGS, Children of Clergyin

e

ii Have Tuition at Half Rates.

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.
REAVER FALLS, PA.

WILLIAM E. JENKINS,

Publisher, Bookseller, Stationer and Printer,

Publisher and Importer oi FRENCH BOOKS.

851 & 853 SIXTH AYENUE,
M. W. Cor. of 48th Street, NEW YORK.

CUD EHGiUYING, STAMPING, WEDDING IHYITiTIOKS,

PIOTUHEa AND PIOTUBB FRAMINO.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

MACKEOWN’S
EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS for SPECTACLES.

NEW YORK:
24 EAST 42d STREET. Branch, 16 JOHN STREET,
Telephone, 6643-88th St. Telephone, 956-Cortlandt.

The downtown branch will be a great convenience to
many of our patrons who find it. difficult to come to our
uptown rooms, and especially to those who travel by
the downtown ferries.
Glasses made at one place can be duplicated or re-

paired at the other, cither by mail, telegram or 'phone.

J. J. MACKEOWN.

Telephone, 2700 Franklin Established 1890

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and ....
Manufacturing Stationers

52 to 58 DUANE STREET
NEW YORK

Robert l. McCiun, Telephone, 1377—38 th St.

WM. MeCLEAN’S SON,

Funeral Director, .

Licensed Embalmer

869 SEVENTH AVENUE,

Set. Uoth and hist Streett. N Ew YORK.

WPITF JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Pa..
’ 4 when you want the following COVENANTER

55 = LITERATURE:
PSALTERS, OLD AND NEW VERSION PSALMS.
BOOK OF TESTIMONY AND DISCIPLINE.
COVENANT AND PASTORAL LETTEB.
MKMORIAL VOLUME.
CATALOGUE OF professors AND STUDENTS OF THESEMINARY.
PSALM SELECTIONS FOR CONVENTIONS AND SCHOOLS.



DO YOU WANT A MAP?

Olive Trees will mail a Map of the Mission Fields of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church to any one who wishes a copy for himself or his family for $1. with 13 cents

for postage. This offer is made only to individuals, not to schools or societies. One

dollar is exactly half the original cost of producing a map, and the reduction is made

for the benefit of the children at home. Ask Dr. Kate' McBurney how this map is

used in the Indian Mission, and she will bear witness to its educative value from

observation and experience. The Indian boys and girls know more about the loca-

tion of our mission schools at the head of the Mediterranean Sea and about the mis-

sionaries there than do many of the children born and brought up in the Church.

A bargain-counter sale of religious literature is offered at the office of Olive

Trees, 327 West 56th Street, New York :

The Covenanter, Ireland, ’31-’33, three volumes, $2.

The Covenanter, Ireland, ’34-’43, nine volumes, $9.

The Covenanter, Ireland,
'

51 - 12
,

except ’67, nine volumes, $7.

Reformed Presbyterian Witness, Scotland, ’66-’70, two volumes, $1.50.

Covenanter, America, ’47-’52, ’58, ’60, ’61, ’64, six volumes, $5.

Reformed Presbyterian tind Covenanter, ’67-’72, three volumes, $3.

Fourteen Volumes of Lectures and Sermons preached at synods, ordinations and

on special occasions by eminent ministers in Britain and America, $14.

The binding of these books is not new and fresh, but necessarily shelf-worn, as the

age and reduced rates indicate, but the contents are in good condition.

A fine edition of Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, three volumes, bound in morocco, $6.

Turrettini Institutiones Theologi®, four volumes, bound in hogskin, the 1734

edition, with red and-black letter title-page, a very fine copy, clean and perfect as

when it came from the hands of the publisher, $10. Perhaps there is sbme biblio-

phile or bibliomaniac in the Covenanter Church who would like to have tjiis book.

All orders should be accompanied with cash, and the purchaser must pay freight

or expressage at his end of the line.
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